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Impulsiveness and Discretion.

AMERICANS frequently are accused of be¬

ing too impulsive, of letting the problem
immediately before them blind them to others
with which they may be later confronted. Al¬
most daily there is given evidence of the truth
of the allegation, in ill-considered action by mass

meetirigs and other gatherings. A recent example
of this was in New York, where a gathering of
earnest idealists adopted resolutions intended to

swell the rising tide of sentiment against war.

They agreed, in the event of another war not to

lend any assistance whatever. But what they over¬

looked was the contingency arising which might
place them In the light of slackers if their resolu¬
tions were adhered to, remarks the Christian Science
Monitor.

"There is surely such a thing as going to indis¬
creet extremes even ie good resolutions. It de¬
pends on how you look at their action whether you
feel inclined to regard the covenanters as a set of
noble-minded beings or a set of prospective slack¬
ers. What if the United States should become
involved in war? Would they refuse to help their
country even in the prosecution of a just war in a

righteous cause? The meeting perhaps made one

little omission in its program: it apparently forgot
to see to it that the various nations should first
subscribe to the same tenets. Just a little over¬

sight, and so much dependent upon it!"

"Dirine Comedy" of Today
THE six hundredth anniversary of the death of

Dante passed in Washington with a good
deal of public celebrating, a reconciliation

between the delegates of two great nations, and
the addition of a fine statue to one of the city's
public parks.

But has the average resident of the Nation's
Capital taken the trouble to attain any new insight
into the life work of the great ftalian» Has the

high, austere spirit whose ashes have slept for six
centurie* under the pines at Ravenna been brought
into closer communication with the thought of
Twentieth century America'

Admirers of Dante, and their name is far from

legion, are expressing grave doubts on this point.
They suspect, with more or less concrete evidence
to back their position, that the ponderous tomes of
the Divine Comedy still repose dust-covered, on the
shelves of most of our libraries.

Dante's message, say bis admirers, is eternal,
applicable in all centuries, interpretative of the
weakness and the glory of all sons of Adam in all
lands. Buried in antique language, unintelligible to

most in its original, the message of the ascetic

singer remains.
We suspect that much of the neglect shown in

America, as well as other English-speaking lands,
toward Dante is due to the fact that we have no

adequate translation. The best and most frequently
read is that by the highly overrated idol of Ameri¬
can literature, Longfellow.

We will not say that Longfellow has no claim
to be rated as a poet. In fact he has a place all
his own, low perhaps, but still secure for at least
two centuries to come. But as a translator of
Dante he ranks below Pope as a translator of
Homer.

Who was it that remarked, when he picked
up a copy of Pope's translation: "A very pretty
poem, but it's not Corner."

Those are about the same words an American
familiar with both Longfellow and Dante might
use with perfect justice. In all the long record
of translations it is hard to find a greater in¬
congruity.

Americans reading Dante through the medium
of Longfellow get the New Englander's real ap¬
preciation of mediaeval romance and even a certain
low lyrical measure now and then. They get also,
and in plentiful measure, the irlilk-and-water, wishy-
washy sentiment, unrelieved by the slightest grace
of imagination, that is the most noticeable feature,
after all, of America's most popular versemaker.

Rare, rare indeed would be the Harvard pro¬
fessor capable of appreciating, say nothing of
translating, the man whose imagination fabricated
Hell from the shadows of his prison cell, from
the grotesque faces and twisted souls of the men
and women he met in the multitudinous life of a
mediaeval city.

Here exists an opportunity for a new poet to
achieve a very conspicuous and lasting place in
literature. There is a fortune in buried gold wait¬
ing for the prospector who knows how to mine it.

First of all, he must be a poet. Then he must
know life as it is in his own day. A war cor¬
respondent who has seen something of Hell him¬
self, might handle the task well.

Admirers of Dante complain. Yet the thingsthey complain of are, perhaps, justified. There is achance for someone to act.

Peasantry or Fanners?
r I " economic and industrial troubles of man.A kind, in final analysis, all can be figured
down to a question of proper liaison.

Between the fanner with stuffed storehousesand the city worker with lean larder there ex¬ists a mysterious, elusive X.
The ralsoa d'etre of economics and economic

»

¦
research m relation to prSMnt day fftltwit it
pretty largely the task .( solving tfc» X.

The United States ia feeling more sharply
than crer before, perhaps with real twinges of
pain for the first time in her history, the results
of the fact that she ha* failed to build up i

very efficient liaison.
Before the world war, which played havoc

with so many well-established economic fal¬
lacies. American farmers were largely self-satisfied
and independent.men who looked with a certain
ill-concealed contempt upon the vassals of in¬
dustry.

The common advice to the young man in an

American agricultural community was -to stick to
the land, v

"It's hard work, but you will be independent,"
the good old deacons used to say when they ad¬
dressed the high school graduating class.

Times have changed. The good old deatons
are dead. Many of their sons did not follow their
advice.

The result is appearing in the increasing
number cA tenant farmers to whom independence
is less of a reality than to the organized in¬
dustrial worker of a few years past. They differ
from the peasants of England, France and Italy,
of course, because they have better natural re¬

sources left with which to work.
The country boy, in search of more liberty,

looks longingly from the hilltop hayfields toward
the horizon where blue sky disappears in the
smoke screen from mill chimneys.

America stands at the crossroads. She cam
follow the path Europe followed years ago when
hurricanes of other wars swept alter.and emerge
with an agricultural peasantry. Or her econ¬
omists can solve some means of preserving the
good old deacon type who lived long, labored hard,
took no back talk from anybody, and saw to it
that the country school appropriation did not fall
short.

How to preserve a well-balanced nation, how
to keep proper liaison.the question has engaged
the attention of the Federal Department of

i Agriculture.
A century ago Great Britain emerged from

an almost purely agricultural nation into an al¬
most purely industrial nation.depending on over¬

seas dominions for her food supply. The trans¬
formation.they say so themselves.was not for¬
tunate.

It would seem that such a trend in the United
States should be retarded in the next few years.
before it is too late.

Superintendent Finnegan of the Pennsyl¬
vania schools calls our problem here ideal, but
he could not, apparently, find words that would
describe school conditions here.

Ladies, Make "SceMt"

THE editor is in receipt of an'anonymous com¬
munication in which a husband calls atten¬

tion to a practice which sometimes occurs in dark¬
ened theaters of Washington.and all other large
cities.namely, attempted flirtations, in no wise
solicited by unaccompanied women.

Ordinarily, no attention is paid to missives
bearing no signature or a nom de plume, but appre¬
ciating that reticence alone counsels the withholding
of the name in such a case, we have a word to say
which may be appreciated by the unidentified writer
and which we hope may be heeded ,by women
patrons of theaters in general.

It is simply this: To suffer silently beneath un¬
welcome approaches is the best way in the world to
encourage the movie masher. "A Husband" states
that his wife, rather than create a "scene," remained
silent in her chair and finally changed to another
part of the theater, where she was followed by the
flirtatious cad. Now, women should understand
enough of group psychology to remember that the
creation of such a "scene" is a thing that could not
possibly redound to their discredit. There would
undoubtedly be a score of men ready to spring to
her assistance and the offender, there can be no
surmise to the contrary, would receive 'something he
more richly merited than a mere charge of "disor¬
derly conduct" on a police blotter.to wit, a sound
thrashing.

It is more than likely that such a person would
protest he had made no advances until he became
aware they would be responded to, but this would
not save him. There is yet a chivalry abroad which
counsels belief in the protestations of a good
woman and disbelief in the equivocations of a petty
persecutor.

There are certain sections of this country
where a man would not dare attempt a flirtation
unbcckoned, for he would be headed straight for
trouble far more serious than blows. There is no
reason a proper fear cannot be instilled into the
cads whose function in public seems to be making
unescorted women miserable, here in our own city.
A few striking examples would give women a new

> place of praise and go far toward ending the repre-
| hcnsible practice of "mashing," indoors or out.

"Women jurors upheld in Iowa," according
to news items in the Chicago Tribune. In
California, the women jurors do all the uphold¬
ing themselves.

It is reported that the former crown prince
of Germany has learned to make horseshoes
which he sells as souvenirs for $19 per and that
he is anxious to come to America. It would be
well to inform him that he could never get such
a price for his work here.

In school a youngster is taught that the
Senate is comprised of two Senators from each
State, but when he visits the gallery with the
rest of the civics class add sees about nii^ty
empty Senatorial chairs he begins to doubt his
teacher.

"Lost.Long blaclc lady's kid glove be¬
tween Lafayette and Bienville.".Adv. in Times-
Picayune. From the description given it would
be easier to find the loser than the article lost.

That prominent American who refused the
Albanian th/one apparently forgot about the
possibilities of' a moving picture contract to
show off his crown.

"Congress Finds It Still Has a Liquor
Problem.".News Item. That's not as bad aa
having a liquor problem still.

Henry Ford is credited with obtaining $12
worth of by-product from coal that costs him
$4 a ton. If we could obtain $1 worth -of heat
from.but what's th* use.

TRAGEDY
SEEN ft
BY M'lWTYRE

Aged Woman Searches
For Son Only When

Milt* Descend.

ijy o. o, lriNTYKi.
Dee 1».A heavy

»tW0r and dense. had blown
UP from New York's harbor. Night

*ttUd or.r Fifth avenue. re¬
vealing shadowy forma of groping
pedestrians. vaguely outlined vehicle!
end faint loMntw of light from the
long string of ¦treat lampa.

It was the kind of a night whan
clubmen settle comfortably in their
dssplsatkar chalra and And comfort
In mbMng their handa cheerfully and
remarking about the "rotten weath¬
er. For the clubman, like the kon-

.
* r*"1 ejection for fog.

Behind the grilled doora of Mll-
!° "fit * Row' etern-vlaaged vaaaala
In their unlforma gaaed sadly out

ilii-ii* thickening haae. Cabmen
drooped on their high perchea. a plc-

f? Bhell>,,e Immortal line,
V wind If winter oomea. can aprlng
be far behind:"

*.' one of those melancholy
nights that come to New York once
" ewnile.a eubconacloua persuasion
M V* *r**t me,r°Polie la not after

all hectic hours of froth and tlneel.
Tne cathedral chimes struck off an
hour. The traffic towers flashed fhelr
last wink of danger.

N#ar the Union League Club I
bumped into a shadow. There were
apologies and a voice pitched to en¬
during servitude Inquired If I had
seen a lone lady golpg northward.
J. not- There was sincere so¬
licitation In his request.

j So I volunteered any aid I might
lend. "She never goes out." he said
.he was speaking of his mistress.
"save when a fog com^s up. We
watched her closely tonight, but she
got away. Our fear is that she may
wander to the docks and step off
. pier."
The story. A mother who lost

her son when a trans-Atlantic liner
went down in a fog. 8he was with
him and was saved. When a fog
comes she goes out to And him and
now and then calls out his* name.
Twelve years ago ahe lost him, and
since the tragedy her mind, too, has
been in a fog.
H you happen to have any oid

type of musical instrument around the
attic you might be able to dispose
of it by writing to William Fox.
the New York motion picture mag¬
nate. For Fox has as a special hobby
the collection of old and freakish
musical Instruments, both string and
brass. He has In a building where
he has his offices at Tenth avenue
and Fifty-flfth street a curio gal¬
lery of Instruments from the Six¬
teenth century harpsichord to the
Twentieth century jams band skillet.
He has 100 or more old horns and
trumpets, bugles that called men to
death, and harps that twanged in
royal halls. He has a music box
once owned by the former Kaiser,
and harmoniphones that date back to
the War of the Roses. Indeed, he
even has a barrel organ and a me-1
chanlcal flute, perhaps the only one1
la the world.

Julian Mitchell, who is directing ai
musical show, announced at a re-1
hearsal the other morning that the
chorus would report the following
morning at 10 o'clock. "I wouldn't
get up Ip the middle of the night
for aay stage manager." said one

highly rouged chorine, and flounced
out.

At tiie luncheon to Kahum Soko-
low, the Jewish Journalist, attended
by New York editors, Adolph Ochs.!
of the Times, told of a Jew who
came to Bishop Potter stating that<
he desired to embrace Christianity.
The bishop arranged for him to have
a talk with one o# the curates, but
the applicant was Insistent and said
he wanted to join right away.
"Why are you In such a hurry?"

inquired the bishop.
"Well, my family done me dirt

a^nd I want to disgrace them."

Watch Germans for
Peace, Says Kipling

Before Rudyard Kipling left
Paris for London on November 24'
he was interviewed by Leon Blocq,

for the Eclair,
He is quoted as

saying:
"The evil from

which we are suf¬
fering results
from the elec¬
tions following
the war, which
did not reflect
the general sen¬
timent of t h e|
country. I know
the agricultural
classes, and even

the working
classes, pretty
well, and they do

......_J not see what is
BUG*A9DlCiPLtNg going on today

.
_ .

with an approv-

.«*?>?. 1'r- Uoyd George directs
English politics as a politician, and

4 ,man of the people. Th*
next elections, let us hope, will put

done' th* eV" th,t " "°w beln*
The men who negotiated the

armistice and were the authora of

eU*h.P*?CV"ty f4lUd t0
either Justice or security. We are
very anxious In England that the
men who were responsible for the
war and the war criminals should
receive exemplary punishment, but
i.. .ri® hV been only * Par°dy of
Justice in regard to them. Even
those who have been tried and sen-

!««d. ere at llb«rty. which

Joke
" t0 nothln' le" ,han a

Then, we are anxloua that it
should not be poaaible for war to
begin again. To Insure thla we
must keep a watch on the bochea
prevent them from being able to
work harm henceforth, tska away
their arma and munitions, and even
allow you French to take deflnlte
possession of the left bank of the
Rhine. It la very evident that the
peace treaty in no way corresponds
to what your hopes were during
the war. The English people are
suffering from the same fact, and
for that they will call upon their
forernors for an account."
"Oo you think the Washington

conference will have any results?"

replied
e^'ewer eeked. Mr. Kipling

"Words! words! words! We hare
had enough of .phrases, of talking,
°f speeches and eloquence. What la
wanted are acta Security above
everything else. Suppose the war
began agai n tomorrow. . . . My
own son waa killed on the Held
near Vlllere-Coteret. What our
politicians do not .umclently un¬
derstand la that there are scattered
throughout the whole of Europe,
possibly throughout the whole
world, fathers of families like ray-
.elf who have lest aons In this war
end. whose ens common cry la se¬
curity.-
*

Open Court Letters to The Herald
Other People's Views on Current Events

Aid Soldiers and Farmers,
He Demands.

To the Editor, The Washington Herald.
That $20,000,000 donation to Bus-

.la la lost another Birmingham
speech out of place and uncalled
for, namely: Twenty million dollars
should have gone tor twenty brick
hospitals instead of present fire-
traps for former soldiers.
With thousands of our farmers

down and out it could have erected
Temple of Agriculture in Wash¬

ington. D. C., for our worthy farm¬
ers, who are the backbone of this
nation and most damnably neg¬
lected by our Federal government.
I base this statement on hard facts,
as every one knows the American
farmer Is being robbed by the worst
marketing system on earth; yes. by
Heaven, they take the leavings
after the Packer-Wall Street crowd
fill their pockets. I wonder who.
Just who. are the pets who will
get the Russian glad hand of pat¬
ronage for this $20,000,000? Is it
possible East Side Trotsky and his
friend, Lenin, have many friends in
Congress?
Down with Internationalism; let's

do something for the starving mil¬
lions here in America, who. In many
instances, arc Just around the cor¬
ner from the poorhouse.

I challenge the right of our Presi¬
dent to use the people's money to
barter friendship with an uncertain
people, especially so when they bras
of their gold and furs to do busi¬
ness with. Not $1 should go out
of these United States for any pur¬
pose until our miserable, neglected
former service men and the Amer¬
ican farmers are humanly admin¬
istered to.

All this secret diplomacy should
end' now and forever. The public's
fed up on the man from Maryland
and the balance of his kind, and.
furthermore, don't start another
school of propaganda through the
press for a second $20,000,000. for
many of us believe this is only a be¬
ginner to grab off easy money trotm
Uncle Sam.

It makes me aick.
North Carolina. C. C. W.

Wants Press to Aid Dyer Bill
Passage. .

,
To the Editor, The Washington Herald:
One of the Bloodiest stains upon

the pagea of American criminology
is that of lynching in its varied
forma.hanging, and being riddled
by bullets; weighted down with
Iron, and drowned; burned at the
atake alive; 8hot to death, and oth¬
erwise murdered, are the methflds
pursued by "enlightened" Ameri¬
cans. Week after week the victims
of the mob rend the heavens with
their piercing, agonising cries for
mercy. Their crimes are not al¬
ways the oties which invoke the
death penalty. But the cowardice
of the pulpit and the press to speak
against the vicious and abominable
crime emboldens the violators of
the law to do as they please. They
have no respect for the righta of
othera under the law. and the vic-
tima of "lynch law" find no more
favor at the hands of the ^pourt
than they receive from the mot.
The "voice of the Armenians ia heard
sooner th*n the voice lof citizens
crying aloud at our do<w.
For months on months the Dyer

anti-lynchlng bill has been before
the House of Representatives. Its
purport is the limitation of lynch¬
ing. (By the way, would it not
have been an excellent thing had
there been a call of aH the govern-
on In the country in conference
on the lynching business, which
disgraces the name of America be¬
fore the Birmingham speech was

made?). It la hardly thought that
the enactment of the bill will cure
entirely the.lynching habit, but the
good It will effect it too obvious
to need detailing.
Knowing, then, the geod the en¬

actment et the bill will do, it ia
passing strange that those who
cltin id have the Interest of the

C«minnnloetlens will net he retvne*
¦nines s»aet*a rsfnst for nek retain

swapsLetters ahenU he ty»ewiitten
ever peesihle. 0¦¦¦¦¦!nations oatieaely
difficult te reed will not he eon atSored.
Ve nam¦¦sias Hans aimed w&tfc Sections
nnnrea will he Mei

country at heart do not urge upon
Congress the passage of the bill
at once.
What la the matter with the ed-

Itora of the daily papers.do they
not interpret the aentimenta of the
people? ^Vhy not aome editoriala
on the subject? The only thing ap¬
pearing yet is the news notices
of its being acted upon In commit¬
tee Will The Herald say some¬

thing? H. E. BABNETT.

Says France Estranges Self.
To the Editor, The Weshlnfton Herald

Pain, amazement, disgust. These
In varying proportions have nearly
filled my horiaon since reading the
armament program made public at
the disarmament conference.
The writer wae doing relief work

in France a year before his country
entered the war on her side; since
his earliest days he haa heard her
language in hla home and loves
her people and literature, he has
freely accorded her first place in
degree of civilization among the
peoples of the world. It may be
worth the while of fhe delegate* of
France to note the effect of their
propoaals on such a friendly Ameri¬
can mind. The effect they have
produced on the millions of less*
friendly disposed Americans can be
rated accordingly.

It in still difficult for me to be¬
lieve that the program outlined
will have the backing of the
French government or people. To
combat it, it first seemed to me
that steam roller tactics on the
part of the rest of the world would
be advisable.but it is against the
use of Just such methods, because
of their evil lifter effects, that this
conference hopes to be effective
pTnt hurt France has done lies too
deep for such treatment. I per¬
sonally can only hope that this is
but another case of a people being
misrepresented by their govern¬
ment. It is possible that some
single-track minds in power In
France are anxious to retaliate on
us for Versailles by making the
results of the Washington confer¬
ence insignificant. If so they
should be quickly made to see that
sort of thing cannot go on indefi¬
nitely. and further, that the moral
isolation of Germany during the'
war was far less complete than
will be hers if she persists in flout-
ing the world'n most widespread
hopes. Germany at least had some
allies in her militaristic exploit;
France will have none In hers. In
one day France haa done more to
estrange herself from us and to
make American aaalatance in a fu¬
ture war unlikely than her worst
enemy could reasonably have hoped
she might 6o In the course of ten
years.

EDGAR WILLIAMS.

Englishman Wonld Oust Gold.
lfc tlx Editor. The Herald:
8o far, all civilised barter ia ex-

preaaed in the terms of the amount
of labor expended in the production
of gold. This though uneconomical,
haa been possible through the me¬
dium of an expensive system of
trade credit.
The war caused a sudden and in¬

calculable Increase In the amount
of barter, and barter of the worst
kind.one-sided, and non-reproduc-
tive.forcing all the gold intc one
hand, thus making the use of gold
for barter impeaaihle, and creating
the present world-wide depreeaion.

Briefly, supposing that Instead of
using for barter a gold token rep¬
resenting the labor expended in
making an unproductive hole in the
ground, a certificate waa issued rep¬
resenting the labor expended in the
creation of, aay.a productive rail¬
road or canal, the barter of the

worud could recommence imme-'
d lately.
This is simple where direct gov¬

ernment action is i>o8Sible. such as
building railroads. <-analr. harbors,
houses, the production of raw ma¬
terial. etc. It is hardly less mmpl*-
in all the other phases of induatrial
life, as it only means the interven-
tion of one intermediary.the gov¬
ernment agency bank.
For example, a man dealrlng to

plant potatoes. Informs the bank of
the number of labor certificates de¬
manded by the seedsman for the
production of the seed; and the
amount of labor he estimates as. and
when, necessary for the planting
and cultivating of the crop.ami
which estimate, if considered ac¬

curate. the advance is made, repay¬
able on the sale of the crop.

It follows, if the estimates are not
realized the grower woulr. obtain
no further advances, and eventually
have to become a laborer, whilst
inversely, the production of surplus
labor certificates could be expended
in luxury, or used as an asset to¬
wards obtaining further credit.
Such a bank would be a return to

the original idea of a bank.namely
a trader's assistant, and not a

money making concern.
During the transitory period from

the gold eiandard. a labor certifi¬
cate wou'd have to bear on its face
the estimated amount of gold pro¬
duced with the equivalent amount
of labor

This period would be brief, as
economically, the unproductive pro¬
duction of gold for coinage would
of necessity be abandoned
The country that first adopts the

labor""certificate bnnis. will be the
first to recover from the prevailing
world-wide depression. and the
country that has the largest supply
of capable labor combined with the
greatest natural resources will be¬
come the most truly weathv.

THOS. HAMILTON ADAMS.
M Plccadill3\ London. W. I.

WHO'S WHO IN
, THE DAY'S NEWS
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt. lec¬

turer and woman suffrage leader,
has been left to widowhood twice.

Her first hus¬
band. Leo Chap¬
man. died in 188«,
and her second,
George W. Catt.

-^1 jj^mm died in 190S Mrs.
Catt was born in

KO Ripon. Wis., but
in early life
moved to Iowa
and attended
Iowa State Coi-
lege at A m e a.

V Iowa. Later she
studied law. She
was teacher and
later principal
of schools it
Mason City. Iowa.,
She was with
the National
Woman Suffrage

Association from 18$2. serving as
its president for four years, and
for nine years was president of the
International Woman Suffrage Al-^
1 lance.
When not traveling in the United

States or abroad, she makes her
home in New York City.

C«rar C. c/trr

Ship Weatherg Gale
After All Hope Faded

WATERTOWN, N. Y, Dec 11.
The steamer Clyde, one of the two!
which was thought to have foun¬
dered on Lake Ontario In the «r«le
Sunday, waa reported safe a: Wei land
Canal today. She reported no n'»>
from the CoreroUa, Canadian *:ovc»n-
tnent lighthouse tender, mlsn.ng wi'.hi
her crew of ten men since Friday!
morning.

WEATHER DATA
SERVEAHA
AND AUTOISTwsil

MeteorolofisU Foretell
Storm, Frosts, Fires

And Road Mod.
? I KfDAT, MCCIBTR ». 1PS1

.Uat ladkuM of tW WKWi>«» will
bf th« sublet of an Illustrated
paper to b« dellvmd by Dr JWalter Frvkei. chief of the Ru-
reau of American Ethnology be-
fore the meeting of the Anthropo¬logical Soclet> of WashingtonNew Nations' Mmmur this after¬
noon. 4 46 o'clock

WKATHBB BrUAt
KIPAKDf AI'TIVfTIKJ
Supplementing the uaual tM-hrjfoiecaet too will fl«d on the I J

pact of any dally newspaper and thSfuller dally roporta that ar» posteflIr* the poetofflcee and publw piacJall over the country, th« WestheJBureau a part of the Department oilAgriculture, la now called upon telgive weather data for various new!activities thav are lnflu»n. . d by 1the meteorological condition* 1Aviation ia making growing de¬mands for service end advice Ther.i1a also a call for data and oertifiea-1Hon of facta with reference to|atorm. weather, and rain insurance;Jfor reports on tha Influence of]weather upon the public highway*.for extenaiona of ita various
In reporting frosta, cold wavea, andhurricanes. Tha weather servWaJand advice carry with them an iiti4
mediate and direct economic benefiRIn the saving of llvea properties!and foodatuffa for the nation. sa>r|the annual report of that bureau[jut tm.4.
COXfilDEI REVIMON OF
Rl ILDI*G rO*TRA(T I'OR K a.
A conference to conaider the r#.

vision of present contract form* ii
the building industry has met at th
call of Secretary ©f Commerc
Hoover. The need of the revisiot
waa pointed out In tha recent re
port on the elimination of wast*,which was made by the Federated
American Engineering Societies
The apeclflc objects of the con¬

ference were: To create a aniveraal
document which will contain stan¬
dard provialona for all Classen of
ronatruction m-ork. and to establish
individual atandard contract forma
for each type of construction By
this means it la hoped to reduce
the amount of legal aerrice re¬
quired and eliminate disputes over
contracts already drawn: reduc#
duplication of work In th* allied
professions: safeguard owners and
improve the stsndards of construc¬
tion service. The American Engi¬
neering Council waa represented by
Mr. A. P. Pavia, Director of the V
S Reclamation Service; American
Institute of Architects by V S.
Parker; American Railway Engi¬
neering Association* by W. P. Fau-
cette; American Society of Civil En¬
gineers by H. E. Breed. Amerlrar
Waterworks Association by J Wal¬
do Smith; Western Societj of Engi¬
neers by O. Bates; Aasoctated Gen¬
eral Contractors of America b\ .1
W. Cooper; National Asaociation ol
Buildera' Exchanges by E. W
Reaugrh. _J

Hurricanes and violent tropw*
storma sometimes bring he.,
loasea to shipping on the Gulf a
alarm to residenta of that wh-
ooast. Advices sent out by t
Weather Bureau and ita field *ta
tions allay the feara of aomo am
guide many to make tlmeiy escape-
or to take precautiona to m mmit.
the destructive effects of the us
escapable storma Veaaels at
frequently receive radio warnin;
days In advance and are abl* t«
shun the storm aonea Warnin* e
frosts, cold waves, hlnzards an*
such weather conditions that ar.
apt to be damaging to foodatuffa li
shipment are of immediate in one?
benefit.

Forecaata are sent out to flr«
wardena and foreatry association
whenever conditions are favorabl*
for forest fires In the aumme
and fall there ia a l<uig dry apel
in the Northwest when forecast
are of great value The vessel
weather servioe. crippled by th«
war. has now been largely restore^
and ia more efficient than ever
There are now practically l<»* \es
sels that radiograph weather con
ditiona at leaat once a day whe*i
they are in certain areaa
Hi«hway weather service fcRI

proved to be popular, end apr'
tions for it have been rece veJ
from many parts of the «.« ur -»|
The irreat increase in tra^1 i

highwaya makes neceesary ar -ft
cient and comprehenaive ayate»r «

reporta concerning road cond t
aa affected by peat and f^1 r«
weather At preaent the work
confined to main highway* an-i t«
comparatively few sections-

Irrigation and hydro-eicctrv t «*n
oerna are interested in tfcr snow

surveya of the bureau.
The report shows that IS* *epa

tate earthquakes strong enough t«
be felt by the aensea occurred dur
ing the past fiscal year

CHArLIOOGRA OIL
STILL OX TRIAL.
The United States l»ul> Hea *|

Service ha^s felt it necesaary to
ment on the too optimistic and evjtra vacant claims recentl> appear]
ing in some newspapers -n recal
to the curative effects of chai
moogra oil derivatlvee on leprosy
While the uae of the oil and <
derivatives has reaulted In a
siderable number of apparent cureJ
It ia aa yet too aoon to tell whe.hejtheee will be permanent. Its e*|
perts say.
The ethyl eaters of chaulmoogr

oil. the uae of which has large*:
aupplanted the oil Itself, conatitur
a most valuable agent in the treat
ment of leproay In trsating youm
persons and thoae in the earl
stages of the dlaeaae the Improvr
ment haa been rapid and strtkin*
In older persona and older case* i
la leea ao Of the caeea par«-
from the leprosy stations in the 1 »|walian lalands so far about t r-I
cent have relapsed and retur*>e|
for treatment

KOVIKATIOKI FOR
t;E01,0C.ICAL OFFIt RR9.
The following nomination* f«|

officers of the Geological s«.. ?y 'J
Washington have been made
the nominating committee, whirl
will report at the meeting l« n.Lb|
Prea4dent. William C. Alden.
l'Ouphlln. Sidney Paige, vice prod
identa. C N. Fenner. F. B MattheJ
1* S Smith L W. Stephenson. W
ure- CI n Mansfield aecretatlel
Kirk Bryan. H. G. Fergueon. Will
lam T Thorn, jr.; member#-all
large-of-the-council. M I Goldmaf
Mis« A I Jonaa. F J Katt Lev
ence UKorge J B Reealde, jr.,
B. So* nan. "leorge Steiger E.
Wherry. R. C. Wslla

W. D I


